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This is our sixth consecutive April Journal devoted to the telling of Washington County’s 
Civil War Experience. We believe that through use of official records, “period” letters and 
documents rosters, and, especially, the remembered stories of our old folk, we are slowly 
accumulating a recording of the war that will be the envy of many of our sister counties—and an 
honor to our own. 


“Tales of the old folk” are especially vital to our effort. Official records, etc., will endure 
far into the future. The old folk’s stories are quite a different kettle. Most of whom you and I 
consider “old folks” have already crossed the Great River, but they left a myriad of stories 
- behind—how great grandmother coped at home with the kids while her soldier was away—what 
granddaddy told of life in the trenches of Petersburg—his adventures with the Ku Klux Klan in 
1869....and on....and on. 


Written contributions are the life-blood of our Journal. Tell us those old stories. Tell us 
before it’s too late. Whether we live in far-off California, or deep in the heart of Texas, or just 
down the street from the Plymouth post office, our roots are here. We all have something to 
contribute. Let’s do! , 


CONTRIBUTORS 
Peggy Brown Adams PBA 
William O. Barber WOB 
T.H. Casteel THC 
Vernon L. Everett, Jr. VLE 
Bob Gossett BG 
Libby Gossett LG 
Malcolm Newberry Knight MNK 
Pam Darden McClendon PDM 
Edwin A. Norman EAN 
Loretta Haire Phelps BP 
Barbara Modlin Revels BMR 
Lawrence L. Swain LS 


Edited by Edwin A. Norman 
Typed by Debra R. Coker 
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THE CONFEDERATE RAID 
Plymouth, December 1862 


In the pre-dawn dark of December 10, a Confederate force commanded by Lt. Col. John C. 
Lamb, 17" North Carolina Regiment, surprised the Federal pickets outside Plymouth, capturing all 
but one. The escaping man fired his musket as he ran, thus sounding the alarm. 


The attacking force was composed of five infantry companies of the 17", a detachment of 
cavalry of the 5" North Carolina, and Moore’s Battery of three guns from the 1“ North Carolina 
Artillery. 


Plymouth was defended by Massachusetts troops and men of the 1" Regiment of North 
Carolina Union Volunteers, probably numbering no more than 200, under the command of Captain 
Barnabas Ewer, Jr. Only one Federal gunboat, the Southfield, was in port that morning. The naval 
commander of the port, Lieutenant-Commander Charles W. Flusser, was some distance away 
aboard his ship Commodore Perry. 


This account of the action is drawn chiefly from accounts of Confederate participants given 
in North Carolina Regiments, and from Union officers’ reports found in The Official Records Of 
The Union And Confederate Armies. 


Alerted by the escaped picket guard, the town’s garrison formed a line across the main 
street. Charged by the Southern cavalry, they were said to have fired one volley and “broke in all 
directions, some escaping to the gunboats in skiffs, some hiding, some took to the houses and fired 
from the windows”. Plymouth, we must remember, was largely unfortified at this time. The 
elaborate system of moats and earthen forts, in place at the Battle of 1864, were not begun until 
1863. 


A gun of Moore’s battery, set up on a wharf, put a shot through the Southfield’s boiler. 
Disabled, the vessel continued firing as it drifted helplessly downstream. 


After rendering the gunboat hors de combat, the battery was positioned “on the corner 
opposite headquarters”. From there it could bear on the customs house on the river, at the head of 
Washington Street, where the Union troops and some of the civilians were seeking refuge. 
According to Captain Ewer, the retreat to the customs house was in accord with a standing plan of 
action in the event of an attack by a superior force. 


The attackers could now move quickly about their business with little molestation by the 
enemy. Captain Ewer, writing after the battle, said “the town was fired in many places. ....including 
the building used for headquarters and all therein.....The town is more than half burned. All the 
principal buildings on the street where the hotel was situated are gone. .... The citizens are pretty 
generally fleeing, and not much besides negroes will soon be left.” 


The attackers withdrew after, according to one report, “about an hour”, “having captured 
more provisions and clothing than we could move.” Six Confederates were wounded in the action, 
Captain John M. Galloway of the cavalry, and six privates. None of the wounds proved fatal. The 
Federals had several wounded, “one mortally”. A crewman of the Southfield lost a leg. The 
Confederates reported the taking of 25 prisoners. Captain Ewer reported that 14 of the 
Massachusetts men were among those taken. 
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The attack claimed the life of one civilian, Amanda Phelps, wife of local Unionist John F. 
Phelps. She was mother of Commander Flusser’s sweetheart, Lucretia Phelps. (See WCGSJ, 
Spring 1993) 


No account of the December raid would be adequate without the following report of 
Commander Flusser. He had been within ear-shot of the artillery, but had been unable to get back 
in time to take part in the battle. 


United States Steamer Commodore Perry 
Plymouth, N.C. December 30, 1862 


Maj. Gen. J.F. Foster 
Com. Dept. of North Carolina, New Bern, N.C. 


Dear General: 


Mecdasa sees Concerning the behavior of the troops here the other day, I hear 
that Sergeant Clift and some of the North Carolinians behaved well. I found some of 
the Massachusetts men and some of the North Carolinians at the custom-house when 
I arrived. 


Captain Ewer was on board the Southfield, 1 /% miles down the river. I 
asked him where his men were, and he said he did not know, but hoped most of 
them were in the swamp. The fact is, as soon as the Southfield fell back (which she 
maybe ought not to have done) Ewer got frightened, left his men, and went on 
board. The whole affair was disgraceful, and the more so, as it has since been 
ascertained that the attacking party, who entered the town, did not exceed 200 men. 
I shall write you again tomorrow. Kind regards to your staff. 


C.W. Flusser 
Lieutenant-Commander 


The gallant Commander Flusser and the hard-luck Southfield were destined to play their 
final role of the war, on the Roanoke River, on the night of April 19-20, 1864. The ship was 
rammed and sunk by the Ram Albemarle. Her submerged remains now lie a short distance 
downstream from the town dock. Flusser died instantly when a shot from his Miami rebounded 
from the ironclad’s armor-plate. 


EAN 
¢¢%¢ 4 4 


Robert E. Lee’s spartan tastes were such that Richard Taylor once remarked, “General Lee was 


never so uncomfortable as when he was comfortable’. 
(The Civil War Notebook, Combined Books, Inc. 1993.) 
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THE HOUSE ON THE CORNER 
Who Shot Who? And When? 


No other landmark in Plymouth reminds us so forcibly of our Civil War heritage as the 
house at the corner of Washington and Third Streets. Today it sits, immaculate, behind its white 
picket fence. When the owner is in residence, the Stars and Stripes, the Flag of North Carolina, and 
the National Flag of the Confederacy fly from the shaded porch. And clustered about an upper 
window facing Third Street are numerous holes, through the original weatherboarding and pocking 
the chimney-brick, made by shots of Civil War weapons. 


Who fired those shots—Union or Confederate? Perhaps diligent research will solve the 
mystery. We can, now, only say that the reports of participants in the battle of December 10, 1862 
seem to prove that no Confederate was killed there on that date, as suggested by one of our folk- 
tales. 


Three seemingly logical alternatives to our current story of death at the window merit 
consideration: 


— Did the Union soldier mortally wounded on December 10, ‘62 receive his death-wound 
at the window? 


— During the battle of April 20, 1864, as the Union soldiers were pushed back towards Fort 
Williams, might a man have fired from the window upon the advancing Confederates— 
and been killed? 


— A third, and perhaps most likely, theory is that a defiant Confederate may have refused to 
follow his unit as it withdrew from town as it was reoccupied by the Federals following 
the destruction of the A/bemarle in October 1864. Perhaps he “holed-up” in that upstairs 
bedroom, determined to “take some of them with him”. 


Whatever theory proves true, if, in fact, it’s ever proved, this writer believes that the victim 
was a Confederate. Why? Just look at the wide spread of the bullet-holes around the window. 
Dear friends of North and South, that’s got to be Yankee shootin’! 


EAN 
$¢¢4¢ 4 
NOT A HAPPY CAMPER 


In his The Civil War in North Carolina, John G. Barrett quotes the plaint of the myriad of 
soldiers who endured the muddy camps and bivouacs: 


Now I lay me down to sleep 

In mud that’s fathoms deep; 

If ’'m not here when you wake, 
Just hunt me up with an oyster rake. 
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A SPUNKY LADY 


My grandfather told me a story about Mary Jane Darden when I was a child. He said that 
during the Civil War, the Union soldiers had come into the area and were confiscating livestock and 
anything else that they thought they could use from the farms. Mary Jane’s maiden name was 
Vernelson, and she and Goodman Darden were married in 1852 in Washington County. They 
acquired a tract of land in Martin County after 1860 and moved. The area became known as 
Dardens. 


The soldiers came to the farm one afternoon and Mary went outside to speak with the 
officer in charge. She told the officer that he was welcome to whatever they had except for one 
cow (named Bessie) because she had several small children who needed the milk. At first, the 
Union soldiers pushed past her to get the cow and she stood defiant. Finally, they relented and left 
with everything but the cow. Mary had lots of spunk! 


PDM 
Note: David Darden, who died in October, 1829, and Mary Goodman, daughter of David 
Goodman, had three children. 


1. John Darden, who married Hester A. Everett, and lived in Washington County. John 
and Hester had eight children and were the ancesters of the Darden family in 
Washington County. 


2. Goodman Darden married Mary Jane Vernelson and they were the ancestors of the 
Martin County Dardens. They also had eight children. 

3. Wineford Mary Darden married William H. Bateman. Their daughter Martha married 
Louis Henry Hornthal. 


VLE 
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NOT THE PLACE, JOHNNY 


James Johnston Pettigrew was requested to provide a “safe place on your staff’ for a young 
acquaintance. The General replied, “I assure you that the most unsafe place in the Brigade is about 
me. I would advise Johnny to give up all idea of a snug, safe berth....By all means let him get rid of 
this idea of a safe place, which he will regret in after time. The post of danger is certainly the post 
of honor.....” 


(Carolina Cavalier, Clyde N. Wilson. University of Georgia Press, 1990) 
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BILLY HATHAWAY’S NOTEBOOK 


Several years ago, Philip Hathaway of Creswell gave me notarized “true copies” of 
several pages from the notebook-journal of his great uncle, William W. Hathaway, written 
while serving as a private in the Confederate service. Only one page of text was included, along 
with the title page and four pages of entries such as names of comrades, mathematical exercises, 
and family data. 


I regret that I put this material aside “until I had more time.” Before that elusive “more 
time” was found, Cousin Philip died, followed quickly by the lady who had given him the 
copies. Now, we shall probably never know where the original notebook reposes. 


The brief abstract of Hathaway’s service, recorded in North Carolina Troops, gives only 
his record in Co. H., 17" Regiment, North Carolina Troops, as follows: 


Hathaway, William W., Private 

Born in Tyrrell County and was by occupation a farmer prior to enlisting 
in Martin County at age 23, April 2, 1862, for the war. Mustered in as sergeant, 
but was reduced to ranks in March-June 1863. Present or accounted for through 
October, 1864. 


Although his official records record him only in the 17" Regiment, the single page of 
journal text available to us is the recording of prior service, apparently with a militia unit. Such 
service probably accounts for his being mustered into the “regular” army as sergeant. This first 
(and only) page of text, in his surprisingly excellent handwriting, phonetic spelling, and 
disregard of capitalization, follows..... 


W.W. Hathaway Aug 24th, 1862 


The first day of my enlistment enlisted on Friday the 6th day of November 
being the day on which the Milishia was ordered out for to go to Hide County. I 
remained at home untill the wednesday folering, then being sent for by the 
Captain to return to camp. Then leaving home on the 11th of the same month 
for camp instruction, arriving in camp on the same day about 4 O Clock 
remaining there at a place caled Lees Mills during the Winter or verry near it. 
Then being mooved by the Capt near Plymouth remained at that place but a short 
time on account of disagreeable wether the place became unfit for soldiers on the 
account of mud and water..... 


On the page preceeding this article, we have reproduced two pages from the notebook. 
On one a homesick Billy gives us “the names of whome I love”: mother and two brothers 
living, father and four sisters dead. On the other, we have the place and date of his birth. On 
the same page, we have a message inscribed at Raleigh by his army friends of another outfit, 
Charles F. Harget and Steven E. Russell. An account of them and one other, John M. Harget, 
follows. 


Tracking Billy’s buddies through North Carolina Troops, we find that despite their 
pessimistic farewell message, they all seem to have survived the war. 
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Stephan E. Russell enlisted in Cumberland County, age 21, in April, 1861, and served 
first in Co. H., 1* N.C. Regiment. He subsequently transferred to the 51" N.C., then to Co. B., 
13" Battalion N.C. Light Artillery. We lose track of him upon his transfer, on May 16, 1864, 
to the Confederate Navy. 


Charles F. Harget enlisted in Craven County on June 3, 1861, and served as a Private in 
Co. K., 2“ N.C. Regiment (Infantry). He was wounded at Malvern Hill July 1, 1862. Serving 
throughout the war, he was paroled at Farmville, Virginia, following the surrender at 
Appomattox. 


John M. Harget was of New Bern (we don’t know if he was related to Charles). He 
was appointed 2d Lieutenant in late ’62, serving with Co. G. 1 Regiment. He was captured, 
along with most of the regiment, at Spottsylvania Courthouse, Virginia on May 10, 1864, and 
spent the rest of the war in captivity. Interestingly, he was a fellow prisoner of Plymouth’s 
Julian A. Latham. They were among the 600 Confederate prisoners used for a while by the 
U.S. Army as “human shields” against Southern artillery at Charleston (see WCGSJ April 
1996). 


EAN 


(North Carolina Troops, Vols. I, Il, VI. NC Archives & History. 
North Carolina Regiments. State of North Carolina, 1901. 
WCGSJ, April, 1996.) 
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FORT WILLIAMS 
General Order Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps 
No. 60 New Berne, April 21, 1863 


The fort recently constructed at Plymouth will be called Fort Williams, after 
Brig. Gen. Thomas Williams, killed in action at Baton Rouge, La., August 5, 
1862, who was the first general officer commanding in this department. 


By command of Maj. Gen. J.F. Foster 


Southard Hoffman 
Asst Adjutant General 


(Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies... .Series I, Vol. 18.) 
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTIONS 


Muster rolls, prisoner of war, and pension applications usually provide something of the 
physiques of our military ancestors. Most often, the Confederates merely recorded height, 





while the Union noted such additional information as color of eyes, hair, and complexion. 
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DAVID BOYD 
1 Feb. 1843 - 17 Sept. 1917 


David Boyd, born 1 February 1843, was the oldest of James Samuel and Mary Eliza 
Baynor Boyd's thirteen children. 


David enlisted 27 September 1864 in Wake County for the war. He was a Private in 
Company B 33rd Regiment North Carolina Infantry (State Troops). This company, known as 
"Clark's Guards," was raised primarily in Edgecombe County and enlisted in Tarboro and 
"Mayo" (apparently Mayo Crossroads) in July - August 1861. It was mustered into state 
service at Raleigh on September 21, 1861 and was assigned to the 33rd Regiment NC Troops 
as Company A. 


When the regiment was transferred to Confederate service on January 9, 1862, the 
company was designated Company B. According to the Company Muster Roll of November - 
December 1864, he was present but sick. David Boyd appears on a list of Prisoners of War 
belonging to the Army of Northern Virginia, “who have been this day surrendered by General 
Robert E. Lee, C. S. A., commanding said Army, to Lieutenant General U. S. Grant, 
commanding Armies of the United States.” Paroled at Appomattox Courthouse, Virginia, April 
9, 1865. 


According to family tradition, after being paroled, David started walking home. Since 
he did not know the way home he followed the railroad beds, hitching a ride when he could. 
The tracks led him to Rocky Mount-Conetoe-Washington and finally to Pinetown. 


On 22 March 1881, David married Ida Frances Williams, born 6 June 1867 in 
Washington County, the second child of Samuel and Rebecca Buttery Williams. Rebecca's 
brothers Reuben, Jordan and Elisha also served in the Civil War. Reuben and Jordan died. 
while stationed in Virginia and Elisha was captured, after which he enlisted in the Northern 
Navy. 


David and Ida Frances Boyd had nine children: Patty, Mattie, Sarah, Maggie, Fred, 
Benjamin, Weaver, Teamus, and Herman. Fred, Weaver, and Herman served in the Army 
during the First World War with Herman being killed in France. David died 17 September 
1917 and Ida Frances died 25 January 1928. David and Ida Frances are buried in the family 
cemetery in the Pinetown Community. 


BMR 


(Compiled Service Records, A-Bo Microfilm #NA-MC270-377, F. 6. 432P, State Archives, Raleigh, NC. 
Certified Copy of Family Bible Record, Boyd Family Files, Brown Library, Washington, NC. 
DR - David Boyd - Volume 3A, Page 213, Beaufort Co. Courthouse, Washington, NC. 
DR - Ida Frances Boyd, Volume 14, Page 202, Beaufort Co. Courthouse, Washington, NC.) 
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Minutes of the Washington County Superior Court indicate that no Superior Court was 
convened between the sessions of September 1861 and March 1866. 
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WILLIAM MARTYN BIGGS, PRIVATE 
Co. C., 89 New York Volunteers 


It is unknown why a minister’s son from the Pea Ridge section of Washington County 
was a member of the New York Volunteers. The Biggs family had ties in Halifax County, 
North Carolina. William’s grandmother, Dorothy, came from Halifax. John B. Kettle, of New 
York, and later of Halifax, married William’s daughter. Kettle was a year older than William. 


William was the son of Reverend Stephen Martyn Biggs and Nancy Ann Ambrose. His 
grandfather was Amariah Biggs, who served as the Morratuck Church minister for 25 years. 
William was born 28 May, 1841, and died in 1914. 


He served the Union from 25 April, 1862 until 5 May, 1865, and was wounded in the 
left shoulder. After the war, he married Mary Frances Shehan and had five children, four of 
which never married or died young. 


William’s daughter Aquilla Caroline (Carrie) married (1") Marcus D. Clifton, and (2™) 
John B. Kettle. Mary died shortly after Carrie was born; William then married Martha Ann 
Hufton Phelps. Two children were born to this union, Virginia Ann (Jennie), who married 
James Preston Hassell, and one child who died young. 


William lies at rest in the Biggs family cemetery on Blair Shores Road near where he 
was born. 








Almost forty years after William was discharged from the 89", he received the following 
letter. The writer, an aging veteran of the old regiment, now living in San Luis Obispo County, 
California, reaches out to his old comrade of bivouacs and battles of long ago...... 


Templeton Cala 
June 30/1904 


Wm M. Biggs Scuppernong NC 


Dear Sir & Comrade, 

For so many years, have wondered what became of you as well as the 
other North Carolina boys that enlisted in our co. at Roanoke Island. I wrote to 
the Pension department and made inqueries of Juer and Johnson Overton and 
Trueely but they only gave me your name. So I will write you. I suppose you 
know that Capt. Burt and lieut Bingham is dead 2nd lieutenant Simmons is living 
and I saw him at San Francisco last Aug. at the National Encampment & I would 
like to know if you recollect me and tell me all about the other boys Cule Wilcox 
is dead so is David Marsh, Joe Theetcher, Homer Townsand, Eli Kaim, ? John 
Copeland, George Humphrey, all are dead. I could give you the names and 
addresses of so many of the old co. but you may never get them. so I will not 
write much unles I here from you. The old soldiers are dieing so fast it will not 
be but a short time until we will all answer the last role call there is four men 
living in California that belonged to the 89th Regt. Did you recollect Sergt. 
Chas Feibig Co. L. He lived at Eureka Cala and died about a year ago. The 
following have recently died Dr. Allen, Maj. Daniel Everetts, Capt. Hazelig 
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Capt. Brain, Col. Fairchild Capt Carmack—l lived in California for 13 years and 


it is a delightful country to live in now. If you should receive this I will write to 
you more next time 


W T Eseeley 
LEP, BG, LG, VLE 


THE OLD SOLDIER 











Notation on the back of this photograph identifies William M. Biggs (“Pappa Billy”) and Orphia 


Hassell (born August 28, 1907). “Orphia is the daughter of Virginia Ann (Jenny) Biggs Hassell 
& James Preston Hassell.” The photo is believed to be circa 1913. 
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89" NEW YORK VOLUNTEER REGIMENT 


The regiment was introduced to North Carolina in January 1861 upon its arrival at 
Hatteras Inlet. In April, it participated in the Federal raid inland to South Mills, striking against 
the Dismal Swamp and Currituck Canals. William Biggs enlisted shortly after its return to 
Roanoke Island. 


When Union General Burnside moved against New Bern, he left the 89" at garrison duty 
on the Island, from where it was soon moved to Virginia. In that state, it fought at 
Fredricksburg in December 1862, the Suffolk campaign in 1863, Ft. Harrison and Fair Oakes in 
‘64, and in the Appomattox campaign. Private Biggs was probably with the regiment 
throughout its service in Virginia. 


The Civil War In North Carolina. John G. Barrett. Unc Press 1963) 


OTHER BIGGSES OF THE UNION 


William M. Biggs wasn’t the only member of the family to shoulder a Federal musket. 
Two of his brothers, Bailey and James, and his uncle, Amariah Biggs, served in Company C., 1* 
Regiment North Carolina Union Volunteers. Dates of their enlistments are not known to this 
writer. One source records that Amariah enlisted at age 45, Bailey and James at 27 and 18, 
respectively. 


LEVI W. BIGGS, PRIVATE 
Co. G., 17" Regiment NC Troops 


Levi was son of Levi and Nancy Biggs. According to persons knowledgeable of the 
family, he was nephew to Amariah, and first cousin to Bailey and James (sons of Stephan), all of 
whom marched with the 1 Regiment, North Carolina Union Volunteers. He also bore that 
cousinship with William M. of the 89 New York Volunteers. 


Comparing the 1850 and 1860 Washington County Censuses, we suspect.that his father 
was dead by 1860. Assuming the father dead, we can only wonder which side he would have 
embraced when the long-simmering bad-blood between North and South finally boiled over into 
war. Would he have exerted parental influence upon young Levi to join his kin beneath the 
“Old Flag,” or would he have sent him, with blessings, to the Stars and Bars? 


Census 1860 indicates that Levi was then in the employ of James A. Melson, a 
substantial landowner with fifteen slaves. Perhaps that environment influenced him toward the 
Southern cause. 


In any event, Levi Biggs enlisted in Co. G., 17" Regiment, CSA on April 16, 1862, at 
age 22. He served with unblemished record until captured in Brunswick County, NC in 
February 1865. He was confined at Point Lookout until released on June 24. 
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An interesting footnote to Levi’s war years is the rumor (believed by some) that he was 
an assasin of the notorious Buffaloe leader, John Giles. The story seems to have been false. 
After 135 years, details of the killing of Giles are shrouded in tantalizing mystery. We hope to 
be able to tell the tale in a future Journal. 


EAN 
¢¢%¢ 4 4 
FRIDAY OCTOBER 11, 1935 
The Roanoke Beacon 
Aged Bodyservant During Civil War Passes Near Here 
Charles Horton, 94, Was Last Confederate Pensioner In This County 

The body of Charles Horton, negro, 94, last Confederate pensioner in 
Washington County, today lies in a lowly grave on the hillsides near here. 

He knew General Robert E. Lee, commander of the Confederate forces 
in the Civil War. In fact, he was with his master, Capt. H.G. Lewis, as 
bodyservant when Lee surrendered to General U.S. Grant. It was his contention 
that Lee never delivered his sword to Grant but that the southern leader stacked 
his armes and left them on the battlefield for the victors. 

Death came to him as the result of age this week. He was held in such 
esteem that at the time of his death many had the impression that he actually 
fought with the Confederate soldiers, but this the old negro never claimed. He 
told reporters months before his demise that he was only a bodyservant to his 
master, but had carried special messages to officers...... 

VLE 
¢¢4¢ 4 4 
SANS BRITCHES 


During the Battle of Roanoke Island, the Confederate ship Curlew took a fatal hit from 
the U.S. gunboat Southfield. Thomas T. Hunter, commander of the Curlew, was able to ground 
his ship upon the Island before it sank. After the battle, Hunter, called by his friends “Tornado”, 
admitted to a friend that during the fight “he found to his surprise that he had no trousers on.” 
The friend replied that he had heard of men being frightened out of their boots, but never out of 
their trousers. 


(The Civil War in North Carolina. Barrett.) 
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CSS ALBEMARLE 

































































ELLIOT AND THE ALBEMARLE 
The Builder Tells About His Ship 


We excerpt bits of Gilbert Elliot’s The Ram Albemarle. Her Construction And Service, 
written in 1888. The article was reprinted i in North Carolina Regiments, published in 1901 by 
the State of North Carolina. 


“The Albemarle was 152 feet long between perpendiculars; her extreme 
width was 45 feet; her depth from the gun-deck to the keel was 9 feet, and when 
she was launched she drew 6 4 feet of water, but after being ironed and 
completed her draught was about 8 feet........ The armament consisted of two 
rifled “Brooke' guns mounted on pivot-carriages, each gun working through 
three portholes, as occassion required, there being one port-hole at each end of 
the shield and two on each side. These were protected by iron covers lowered 
and raised by a contrivance on her gun deck.....” 
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GILBERT ELLIOT 


Gilbert Elliot served as Adjutant of the 17" North Carolina Regiment, with rank of 1°. 
Lieutenant, from May 1862 until his resignation on January 20, 1864. He had been on 
“detached duty” for some time before his resignation to superintend the Albemarle’s 
construction. With his resignation, to devote full time to the ship, the vacant position in the 17" 
was filled by Edward H. Davis. 


Walter Clark, editor of North Carolina Regiments, wrote of Elliot: “Gilbert Elliot was 
born at Elizabeth City, 10 December, 1843, and hence was only 19 years of age when he 
undertook to build the Albemarle . After the war he practiced law in Norfolk, Va., St. Louis 
and New York. He was brother of Captain Charles G. Elliot, A.A.G., of the Martin-Kirkland 
brigade and of Warren G. Elliot, now President of the W & W.R.R. Company. He died at 
Staten Island, N.Y. 9 May 1895. This article (excerpted above) appeared in the ‘Century’ 
Magazine July 1888.....” 

EAN 


(North Carolina Troops, Vol. VI. 
North Carolina Regiments, Vols. IT & V.) 





THE CREW 
Observe that the following roster is of July-September, 1864. Some of the men listed 


may not have been aboard during the action on April 19-20. Note also “Halifax Station”; some 
may not have had shipboard duties “at sea”. 
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Muster roll of commissioned, warranted, and appointed officers on the C. 8. 8. 
Albemurte. 


[Third quarter, 1834 (July-Sept., 1934).} 
Pa a ee ee 













































Name. Grade. Naine, Crade. 

J. W. Cooko. | Cape. Ifugh McDonald.....-.........) Act.G. 
J.N. Mattite . .| Comdr, Wm. Dand....... Do. 
J.J. Ciuthrie........ ee | Ust Lt. Geo. 0. Fentress... .| Act. Carp, 
Ay F. Watley. dccsscaste Jt, Comde, J, T. Rohinett.. 3d Agst. E. 
W. W. Roberts........... -| lat Le. Houry Discher.. Do. 
Edward Lakin..........- «| Ist Tt. Wim, FT. tardy. Oo. 
Jon .Lewis.....-. 2.2.2... .[ Ist Lt, Robl. Freeman. Act. Mstr. M. 
P.M. DeLeon............ .| Asst. Pay. J.C. th. Do. 
ToC, WORE. 0a Rg eeeen as | Mstr. L.D. Ci f Do. 

' GB. F. Shelly Act. Mstr. 4. B. Hopkins....22...... -} Ist C. Pilot. 


Do. John Luck........2......- 
. ‘ Asst. Surg. Walter Shipley. Bees S 
Freilorick Peek................ Do. GIWOHODNS nee 


Do. 
2d C. Pilot. 
Do. 








Aluster roll of crew of C, S, 8. Albemaric and Nulifur Station; A. F. Warley, 
Lt. Comdy., J. W. Cooke, Capt. 
(Third quarter, 1864 (July-Sept., 1954).] 

ih i a a a Se a ie eR MN 






























































Name. Grade. Namie. Grade. 

John Boenton.................- BLM, John L. Wilson. is. 
J. W. Stecloy...0..........._.. Do. Charles While... S Do. 
T, P. Johnston... 0.02. ....0005 Sh. Stwd. Nat Clark....... me Da. 
J. W. Reynolus.....c...5.0005: Mslrat A. Lowls Wllliams................ De. 
AB. Cooper. .0. enc Yeo, Betordlandy.. 2a vs.csi cae. ad CB. 
M. Vayne vossscatinnt cena. Sh. Cook. Bonj. Uay ward. Z Do. 
Wan. Pralt.ooc5,.5 0) cn eres G.M, Jas. Henderson... Do. 
Alfred King....... --| Q. a, Geo. Hooten... . Do. 
H. A. Kuhn... ..| Cox Wm. Holmes.. -| Lands. 
G. W. Lobhs . Q. NM . T. Game...... é Do. 
B. Beveridge... . Do. Simeon Barher...... Do. 
Edward Taylor... Do. Charles Childs... ...... -| Ish C. F. 
epenes Gray... Do. John White......... «| CLA. G, 
H. ?. Hay... ..| C. Hold. Caleb Barker... --| Cox. 
Wm. Burgess... .| Sea, Jotin Barton... Lands. 
Thos. A. Kate. Lands. B. B. Mitchell. é Do. 
Win. O'NeiL Lands. J.C. Anthony. z Do. 
Ezekiel Williams... -| 0.8, John Davis...... 2 Do. 
H.C. Hight...00000. ..-| Lands. Samuel W. White. a Do. 
Hudward ‘fT. Ives. Do. Wiliam Cole... ... -..1 GC. M. 
John Wright... Do. John Mullins. ... --| Sea, 
Wm. L. Walker. Do. Robert T. Crews... Lands. 
Tsaac Simpson....._... Do. Yenry Winfield... 5 Do. 
J.T. Anderson........ Dea Alfred LQumble.... Do. 
James Fling. .... 3 0. Jno. W. Mitchell Do. 
G. D. Capps..... | QE CL W.H. Aveta... Do. 
A. Gibsan..... .| Lands. J.P. Nroudlove.. Do. 
H. M. Gibson... e ss Do, T. BP. Weeks... Do. 
John Witkins.......... : Do. E.R. Linudsar... De. 
J. Andrews............ AC. W Moses Stancil... Do. 
Wilson Beal...2.. 22.2. .| Lands. Simon Massey. Do. 
W. 4. Clifton... oo... fi Do. Wiley Jones... Do. 
James Waid......0 000. | GDA. Hardy Hatly. Do. 
Jaraes Callington... OF, W. it. Mays. Do. 
C. L. Hobbs... .| Sea. Shu bal A lrid Do. 
J. A. Nobles.....0 00... s Do. William Wilson. Do. 
Edward Morton. cf Ope Se 5. T. Sanders Do. 
J. R, Simithwick. a Do. 3. A. Carlor.. Do. 
Janes Belcher... « Do. Erasmus Ball Do. 
R. UW. Eno... re Do. AL, A. Lynam. Do. 
J. B. Suewden. -| C. EL Colicld Fountai Do. 
J.T. Daniel... oO. 8. L. If. Lancaster. Do. 
Felix Jones... Lands. Ambrose Aycock Do. 
Thos. Nichols... Do. 2 ec a, 1s 1 oe a Se : Do. 
Joseph Duntou.. Do. J. W. Avent. : Do. 
J. M. Fulford... 0.3. Samuel Trou Do. 
Jolin Staiford.. QC. George Ricketts........... Do. 
W. 8. Layard... Lands. Jerry Woodell. Do. 
W.S. Simmons Do. Franklit: ¥ ork do. 
A. Stuart..... | ist. Fy W. J. MeDaniel.. De. 
Francis MeAd Lands, Miles Blount... Do. 
Joinn Close. Ist C.F, J. uu. Cain-... Do. 

Cc. oH W. M. Sorrell Do. 

Lands. D. R. Autrey... Do. 

1 Girl : Do. GQ. W. Morne... : Do. 
Benjamin Metlaron... 2d. ke. John Earrison.....00..-.s202+- Do. 
MN. Johnston................| Lands, J.D. Durnrrcsscecckecisiasee ces Do. 
Franklin Sikes...0....2..02..- Sea. C. W. Rouzee...... PIR Ee OO Surg. Stwe 
_ Amos Noah......0.c.022--2 00s Lands. 











(Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies, Series II, Vol I) 
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HEZEKIAH HENDERSON PHELPS, PVT. 
Co. K., 1* Regt. NC Union Vols. 


Private Hezekiah Henderson Phelps, at the time of his discharge from the Union Army 
in 1865, was described: “Born in Washington County, eighteen years of age (he must have 
joined at 15) five feet, seven inches tall, light complexion, blue eyes, brown hair and by 
occupation, when enrolled on the 24th of July, 1862, a farmer.” 


Private Phelps was discharged at New Bem, North Carolina on the 27" day of June, 
1865. He served in Company K, First Regiment of North Carolina Union Volunteers. 


What prompted Phelps’ enlistment in the Union Army? Why did he and countless 
others in the area go against the South? 


It is written that planters and yeoman farmers who were united before the war, began to 
compete for a constituency among the country’s poor farmers and laborers. Those men split 
among themselves, some perhaps hoping to remain in the employ of planters or to lease land 
and timberlands, others seeking in this war an opportunity to seize the resources which might 
make them yeoman farmers too. This would be a rich man’s war and a poor man’s fight, but it 
would not be a war between the rich and poor. 


Phelps came back from the Civil War and married Melissa Spruill in 1866. During their 
time together they were blessed with six boys and one girl. 


In 1886, Henderson tried to get a pension, saying he received injuries in service from 
falling off his horse’s back. May 10, 1887 he received a letter from an attorney in Washington, 
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D.C. stating: “Dr. Nicholson of Washington, N.C. by whom you were examined reports that 
you are not disabled in a pensionable degree by reason of injury to chin, head, neck and body.” 
Thus he was refused a pension. 


After Henderson’s death in 1892, Melissa applied for and received a widow’s pension at 
$8.00 a month and $2.00 a month for each additional child. 


LHP 
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A POST-WAR DECLARATION 


I do hereby certify that Mr. John Newberry, Sr., did not voluntarily come 
to me and represent Mr. Joseph P. Patrick’s son to be sixteen years of age in 
order to get him in the Confederates Service, nor did he say anything whatever 
to me concerning Mr. Patrick’s son’s age until I went to his, Newberry’s, house 
and demanded as a officer, his affidavit in regard to Patrick’s son’s age which 
was reluctantly given as Mr. Newberry (illegible) that tt might produce 
unpleasant feelings on the part of Mr. Patrick. And further that in accordance 
with the statement Swain S. Norman made me Mr. Newberry was represented as 
having spoken of Mr. Patrick's son’s age casually in the following manner— 

“T only know the ages of two boys, my own son’s and Joseph P. 
Patrick’s—my son was fifteen years of age in May 1864, & Joseph P. Patrick’s 
was sixteen in June 1864”. 

And further that the above statement was made in my opinion by way of 
comparison as to the boys ages. 


Aug. 22nd, 1865 Wm J. Norman 


MNK 
WOB 


We don’t know the circumstances prompting William Norman’s certification. A logical 
guess is that it was an attempt to cool an unpleasantness on the part of Mr. Patrick towards Mr. 
Newberry. 


Joseph Patrick’s son was Joseph; the Newberry boy was Abraham. William Norman 
(1824-1876) was first cousin to Swain S. Norman (circa 1834- ?). All were of Skinnersville 
District. 
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Moses Henry, resident of Washington County and native of Hamburg, Germany, was a 
musician in the band of the 17" North Carolina Regiment. Previous to his appointment, he 
served as a private in Company G. 
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CLEOPHUS WILEY SWAIN’S CIVIL WAR YEARS 


As the talk of secession from the Union of the American states increasingly fanned the 
fears of folks living in the countryside around Plymouth in 1861, Cleophus W. Swain had at 
that time attained the objective of his lifetime by establishing a plantation of nearly one 
thousand acres, had established his home place, and had sired seven children. He, along with 
his wife Anne Elizabeth, had experienced many years of hardship to achieve the position in life 
they at that point enjoyed. They owned no slaves and had no intention of owning slaves. 
Undoubtedly they favored the principle of States Rights, which had been a driving force in 
North Carolina, since the ratification of the Constitution. There is no indication however that 
in their lifelong activities they had any kind of political ambitions or participation. 


The Swain Family has always accepted the fact that Grandfather Cleophus had 
' determined that, for him and his family, neutrality was their position and would avoid any 
deviation. The tradition has it that he constructed a place where he could safely take his 
family and their most cherished possessions and await the passing of any foraging party, or 
military unit from either force; it is understood that there were a number of occasions when 
such a withdrawal was prudent and necessary. 


In all probability the period of the Civil War for the Cleophus Swain Family was one of 
some travail but they managed to live through the war without suffering any disastrous 
circumstances. In fact one additional son was born during the period. As a matter of fact by 
the end of 1867 the children in the family numbered ten. 


LLS 
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WALTER G. BARTHOLOMEW, MAJOR 
27 Massachusetts Regiment 


Major Bartholomew succeeded Captain Barnabas Ewer as commander of the Union 
forces at Plymouth. That he had assumed his new command before February 2, 1863 is proven 
by a report of Union Colonel Francis L. Lee, who inspected the post in early February. He 
found the major’s pickets well placed and work proceeding satisfactorily on the fortifications. 
Among the several pickets mentioned was one on the Columbia Road at Conaby Creek; the 
bridge was removed every night. Another was at the junction of the Long Acre and the Lee’s 
Mill Road. 


Bartholomew was replaced later in the year by Brig. General H.W. Wessells, who 
remained at the post until its surrender to the army under Robert F. Hoke, April 20, 1864. 


After his scant year at Plymouth, Major Bartholomew served with the Union Army of 
the Potomac. 
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ROLL OF HONOR 





(Confederate.) 
oh | 3 | IN. ©. 








Appears on a 


3 Regiment 
North Carolina Troops. 


Roll of Honor* 


of the organization named above. 


Died or discharged, and when -......_____--_-__ 
, 186 . 





* Compiled in the Office of the Adjutant General of the State 
of North Carolina in accordance with resolutions ratified by 
| the General Assembly of that State on December 20, 1862. 
| Thia card was made from the original record borrowed from 

the Adjutant General of North Carolina.—M. 8. 1043147. 
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“In 1862 this department of the 
Adjutant-Generals office was established... 
the object was to procure a history of each 
soldier furnished by the State, and to have it 
arranged by companies and regiments.” 
Blanks for the recording of such histories 
were sent to each unit, but were often 
ignored or inadequately completed, 
sometimes because of modesty. 


Major William A. Graham, formerly 
of the AG's office, writing in 1900, opines, 
“The average North Carolinian is a queer 
citizen, in that he seems to hold the opinion 
that if a man or a company perform the duty 
assigned, and is satisfied at the time with 
their conduct, it does not matter whether 
any one else knows of it, or what opinion 
they may have of the transaction.” 

We have seen no Roll of Honor 
recording events after 1863. 

The soldier whose “Roll” is 
reproduced here is known to have 
recovered from his severe wound suffered 
at Gettysburg, and was “commissioned by 
Govenor Vance in a company to guard 
prisoners at Salisbury”. 

EAN 


(Military Records, National Archives. 
North Carolina Regiments, Vol. I.) 
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Of the 144 men whose names appear on the 
Muster Rolls of Co. G., 17" N.C. Regiment, 
March 1862-October 1864, a great majority 
had been farmers. Other identified 
occupations were mechanic, sailor, student, 
jeweler, merchant, clerk, carpenter, 
overseer, and shoemaker. 
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A GEM OF A GRANDFATHERLY LETTER 


Several years ago, Mr. T.H. Casteel of Arizona sent the following to the Society. 
Though it touches but briefly on the Civil War, we print it in its entirety because it mentions 
many persons and families well known to Washington County genealogists. “Granddad”, we 
feel sure, was a remarkable man. As we read the letter we feel the affection flowing, forward to 
the granddaughter, and backward to his ancestors. Granddaddies like Mr. C.H.H. Collins are in 
short supply. 


Dear Elizabeth, 

When I wrote to you I neglected to give you any of the history of the 
Collins family. In as much as most of the papers, letters, etc. held as heirlooms 
were in your Great Grandmother’s trunk at your Uncle Tom’s when house 
burned they were lost. I can only give such data as I remember from my parents 
and from what I gained from old letters read long ago. 


However: My grandfather Collins was of Irish descent (as the name 
would indicate) was named Charles, was a sea captain and was lost with his ship 
or sloop at sea when my father was eight years old. My father was born Feb. 
20th, 1819. His mother was Elizabeth Stubbs, daughter of a captain in the West 
Indies trade. His name was Isaac Stubbs - do not know his nationality. My 
father had two sisters older than he, and one brother younger. I used to 
correspond with his brother’s children. There were four of Uncle Jesse’s 
children - Lucy, Mark, Joe & Fanny - all of them younger than I except Fanny. 


My father was born in Martin County near Williamstown, N.Carolina. 
He and my mother were married in Plymouth, Washington County, N.C. 1856. 
My mother was Mary Jane Harrison born near Plymouth, N.C. September 14, 
1827. Her father was named George. He died when my mother was eleven 
years old at the age of 47 yrs. He had an uncle Elijah Harrison who inherited the 
property known as Lee’s Mill - a very valuable property in those days. My 
grandmother Harrison’s maiden name was Martha Draper (of English descent). 
My greatgrandmother Draper was Caroline Jones, sister of Capt Friley Jones, 
Capt. of Militia in the second war with Great Britian known as the war of 1812. 
Friley Jones left N.C. and settled at Huntsville, Ala. at an early date and was 
engaged in mercantile business - sold his business and bought a plantation near 
Livingstone, Madison County, Miss. before 1840. My mother’s Aunt Penelope 
Draper married Downing Spruill near Plymouth, N.C. and they went in a wagon 
to Leake County, Miss 1828, where they acquired a large property. Before the 
war between the States they owned 6000 acres of land and 70 negros. 


I remember my mother’s great uncle Frilev Jones although he was nearly 
90 - was tall, straight as a soldier and wore a “bee gum” hat. My mother’s Aunt 
Penelope (Penny they called her) lost one eye in a runaway of their team on the 
way to Missippi (sic). I remember her very distinctly as I was almost grown 
when she died. 
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Elizabeth this is rather rambling but about the best I can do from memory 
of data. 


Love, 
Granddad 
THC 


(Downing Spruill was son of Dempsey Spruill (1779-1842) of Spruill’s Bridge, Cool 
Springs District. ed.) 
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COLUMBIA, N.C. 
A Bad Day In March 1862 


“Columbia, a small village in Tyrrell County, also felt the “Christian” 
wrath of Burnside’s soldiers, but to a lesser degree than Winton. In early March, 
six companies of the Sixth New Hampshire were sent to Columbia in search of a 
Confederate Regiment said to be recruiting in the area. No Confederates were 
found, but a rumor that the local militia was to be called out was used by the 
New Englanders as reason enough to plunder the town. To the delight of the 
Negroes, the whipping poast was torn down. Then the soldiers broke open the 
jail, and clerk’s office, and the Dwelling Houses of such as were gone from 
home. In the abandoned homes the soldiers partook freely of available liquor 
supplies which made them “ripe for more mischief’. The ransacking of at least 
one more home and the depleting of all smokehouses followed.” 


(The Civil War in North Carolina. John G. Barrett. UNC.) 


(The allusion to “Winton” is in reference to the plundering and burning of that town by Union 
troops on February 20, a few days after the capture of Roanoke Island. ed.) 
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BARNABAS EWER, JR., MAJOR 
58'" Massachusetts Regiment 


Captain Barnabas Ewer was in command of the Union post of Plymouth when it was 
raided by the Confederates on December 10, 1862. Perhaps his flight to the gunboat Southfield 
and the poor showing of his command under fire hastened his transfer to Virginia. By February 
1863, Plymouth was commanded by Major Walter G. Bartholomew. 


In June 1864, Ewer, now a Major of the 5g" Massachusetts, was mortally wounded in 
action at, or near, Cold Harbor. 
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FREE BLACK OWNERS OF SLAVES 
And A Look At The Remarkable Mary Lee 


Among the considerable number of “free persons of color” in the Washington County 
Censuses (“free” & “slave’”) of 1860, we find three who owned one slave each. 
Pleasant Hocolt owned one female, age 115 
Polly Ward owned one female, age 105 
Mary A. Lee was owner of a three-year old malatto girl. 


We suspect that the two very old slaves were close kin to their owners—a mother, or 
grandmother. Pleasant and Polly may have purchased them, or have been given them by their 
white masters simply because they had become too old and infirm to be of value to the master’s 
workforce. 


In the case of Mary’s little girl-slave, we can also speculate that she was a relative. In the 
judgment of the census taker, the child was mulatto; Mary was black. It may be thought, at 
first brush, that the child was Mary’s own, but we recall that, if Mary was the mother, and was 
free at the time of birth, the child would have been born “free”. Under law, a child at birth 
assumed the social status of the mother, i.e. , “free” or “slave”. 


. We wish we knew more about Mary Lee; she is one of the most intriguing of the citizens 

of pre-war Plymouth. Census 1860 records her as a 42 year old baker, the head of her own 
household, with a combined property value of $2750. In worldly goods, Mary was, by far, the 
wealthiest free black in the county. She was also, most certainly, the envy of a multitude of less 
affluent whites. After the war, she continued to ply her lucrative trade. Folks will always buy 
good bread. 


As we think upon the black slaveholders we may ask, “Why didn’t they simply free these 
persons of their own race?” The answer lies, most likely, in the “political climate” of the day. 
In the 18" and the early 19 Centuries the emancipation of slaves was a comparatively simple 
act, but by mid century it had become complicated and difficult. As Abolitionist organizations 
prolificated and Congressional attacks intensified, the South “circled its wagons” and took stern 
defensive measures, among which was a drastic curtailment of emancipation. We suspect that 
the black owners of the very old women considered the game not worth the candle .... age 
considered. The sagacious Mary Lee probably thought it best to bide her time, and “see what 
happens”. 


EAN 
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Trying to stem the rout after the collapse of Confederate General John B. 
Hood’s attack at Ezra Church, near Atlanta,.....an officer shouted, “What are 
you running for?” to which one soldier replied, “Bekase I kaint fly!” 


(The Civil War Notebook. Albert A. Nofi. Combined Books, Inc. 1993.) 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY’S TOP SLAVEHOLDINGS 
1860 


According to the Slave Census of 1860, County individuals owning the most slaves 
were: 


Josiah Collins Cool Springs District 328 

S.H. McRae Plymouth Town 78 

Jonathan J. Lindsey Cool Springs District 80 

Alfred G. Garrett Plymouth District 59 

Joseph S. Norman Skinnersville District 59 
¢¢¢ 4 4 


COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES 


During the war years, Washington County was represented in the North Carolina House 
of Representatives by: Charles Latham 1860-61, James H. Smith 1862-64, and L.C. Latham 
1864-65. 


L.C. (Louis Charles) Latham served with the 1 North Carolina Regiment. He was a 
major when wounded on or about May 7, 1864, and was in a hospital when most of his 
regiment was captured near Spottsylvania Courthouse. Invalided home, he was elected to the 
House; in the fall of 1864 he was elected State Senator for the 1865-67 term. He was a son of 
Charles Latham. 


(North Carolina Government, 1585-1979. State Of NC. 
WCGSJ April 1996.) 
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FROM THE OLD FLAG 
May 4", 1865 


HEADQUARTERS, STATION OF PLYPIOUTH 
Plymouth, N.C., March 18th, 1865 


Owners of Cattle in this town are hereby notified that from and after this 
date, such animals will not be permitted to run at large. 
Parties violating this order, or permitting it to be violated, will be subject 
to the following fines, besides the impounding of the cattle, which the Provost 
Guard are ordered to seize when found at large. 
A fine of two (2) dollars on first seizure. 
A fine of five (5) dollars on second seizure. 
(The Old Flag was a Unionist newspaper of the occupation, published under the protection of 
Federal bayonets. The few now surviving editions, microfilmed by North Carolina Archives & 
History, may be viewed at the Washington County Library. ed.) 
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NOTICE. 


The Subscriber, having provi- 
ded himself with good Horses 
and a suitable Vehicle, respectfully 
informs the Travelling Public that 
he is prepared to take passengers 
from Plymouth to Columbia and back, 
or from any intervening point to 
either place. 
SCHEDULE 

Leaves Plymouth for Columbia 
on Thursdays and Saturdays at 
5 o’clock A.M., and Columbia 
for Plymouth on Mondays and 
Fridays at 5 o’clock A.M. 

John Giles 

May 2nd, 1856 


Giles held the contract for carrying the mail between Plymouth and Columbia. His 
home was a quarter-mile west of the Washington-Tyrrell County Line. A Unionist in the war, 
he was killed at his gate, in 1863 by a former Confederate soldier.....or so the story goes. 


The advertisement is from The Plymouth Banner, December 10, 1856. 
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A MEETING OF TWO WASHINGTON COUNTY VETERANS 
In The Dark Days Of Reconstruction 
First Vet: Good Lord, Billy! What happened to your arm? Looks all busted up. 
Second Vet: Broke it, like a fool, t’other day eatin’ breakfast. 
First Vet: Eatin’ breakfast!? How th’ hell you break your arm eatin’ breakfast? 
Second Vet: Fell outen th’ damned “simmern tree. 
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George P. Collins of “Somerset” on Lake Phelps served as a Lieutenant in Co. G., 17" North 
Carolina Regiment, before appointment as Assistant Quartermaster, with rank of Major, in the 
Brigade of Brig. General James Johnston Pettigrew. 


WCGSJ 26 APR 1998 




















STEPHEN CLIFTON, PRIVATE 
Col. L., 1° North Carolina Union Volunteers 


Stephen Clifton, Washington County farmer, died September 6, 1933, in Washington, 
N.C. His death certificate, recorded in the Beaufort County registry, lists his age at the time of 
death at 91. 


Since the time of his funeral, Clifton’s grave has remained unmarked, that is, until when 
a host of descendants attended the unveiling and dedication of his Civil War tombstone which 
had rested in a barn for more than six decades. 


Generations of Clifton relatives pondered the question as to why the marker was never 
put in place, why it remained hidden for all those years. Could it have been because he had 
served in the Union Army? Were they ashamed? 


Stephen Clifton enlisted in and served three years with the Union Army. When he 
enlisted at Plymouth on February 11, 1862 in Company “L”, First Regiment, North Carolina 
Union Volunteers (Infantry), Clifton was described as an 18-year-old who was five feet six 
inches tall with light complexion, blue eyes and sandy hair. 


He was discharge on June 27, 1865, “Deafness, due to measles”. Following his ; 
discharge, Clifton married, raised a family, left a “paper trail” showing he must have been an 
astute businessman, ran a little store in the corner of his yard, and became a charter member and 
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treasurer of Mt. Tabor Free Will Baptist Church. After the death of his first wife, Nancy 
Davenport Phelps, Clifton married Mary (Polly) Alexander and attended White Chapel Church, 
now Scuppernong. He lived first in the Newland section of Washington County, then moved to 
Skinnersville Community. 


Clifton had three children by his first wife: Nancy Winifred, J ohnson, and Jimmy. By his 
second wife Polly, he had Herbert, Robert, Raymond, Edgar, Minnie, and Hulda. 


The descendants gathered to meet and learn about their grandfather’s two wive and two 
sets of children. Some did not know the other existed until an inquiring genealogist, Loretta 
Phelps, discovered a photograph of Clifton’s tombstone in a genealogy newsletter. She and her 
husband, Robert Phelps, went to the cemetery at Scuppernong Church in search of Stephen 
Clifton’s tomb, but searched in vain. Mark Woolard, the minister, told them he was indeed 
buried there, but he had no marker. It was, instead, in a barn at the home of where his son had 
lived. 


Mrs. Phelps, in her belief that everyone should have some kind of marker to show 
they’ve been on earth, explored further. They asked permission to take the marker out of the 
barn and have Clifton Monuments of Elizabeth City engrave the dates of birth and death on it. 
It was cleaned and put in place. Thus Loretta and Robert had put together their children’s 
great-great granddad’s long lost marker with its grave. 


That called for a celebration and an unveiling. The two girls that did the unveiling were 
the daughters of the two g-g-g-grandson’s that were look-alikes of Stephen Clifton from each of 
his two families. 


The genes that determine who we look like or act like don’t always comé from out 
parents. They are passed through them from generation to generation. 


LHP 
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Records disclose that 2" Lieutenant William A. Hicks, Co. H., 17 N.C. Regiment, resigned in 
September 1864 “by reason of ‘syphillis”” 


¢¢¢ ¢ 


Edmund Ruffin (1794-1865), noted Virginia agriculturist and rabid secessionist, visited the lake 
plantations of Collins and Pettigrew twice in the ante-bellum years. He committed suicide after 
the surrender. 
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VISITS BY FRIEND AND FOE 





CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 


Charlotte, North Carolina. 


I, Rosgrr F. Davingon, Mayor of the Town of Charlotte, do bereby certify that the 
bearer hereof, Ele Src Bd y aa 
is a Citizen of thisMilleZeend atrae and loyal Citizen'of the Southern Confederacy. 

Ta Witness whereof, I have hereunto set pueden a hand and caused the Town aeal to be afized 


this Jyp o— day of Dek. ————~ 1862. 


Couutersigned,  MaetEP en ih eee 
ML Ma teite. Tows Cusaw. 


Y 
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TAPS 


It all began in 1862, during the Civil War, when a Union Army captain, 
Robert Ellicombe, was with his men near Harrison’s Landing in Virginia. 


The Confederate Army was on the other side of this narrow strip of land. 

During the night, Capt. Ellicombe heard the moan of a soldier who lay 
mortally wounded on the field. 

Not knowing if it was a Union or Confederate soldier, the captain 
decided to risk his life and bring back the stricken man for medical attention. 


Crawling on his stomach through the gunfire, the captain reached the 
soldier and began pulling him back toward his encampment. 


When the captain finally reached his own lines, he discovered it was 
actually a Confederate soldier, but the soldier was dead. 


The captain lit a lantern, suddenly caught his breath and went numb with 
shock. 


In the dim light of the lantern he saw the face of the soldier ... it was his 
own son! 


The young man had been studying music in the South when the war 
broke out, and without telling his father, he had enlisted in the Confederate 
Army. 


The following morning, the heartbroken father asked permission of his 
supervisors to give his son a full military burial, despite the young man’s enemy 
Status. 


The captain’s request was partially granted. 


He asked if he could have a group of army band members play a dirge for 
his son at the funeral. 


His request was refused since the soldier was a Confederate. 


Out of respect for the captain, they said they could loan him one 
musician. 


He chose the bugler. 
The captain asked him to play a series of musical notes found in the 
pocket of the dead youth’s uniform. 
This wish was granted. ; 
That music was the haunting bugle melody we now know as “Taps.” 
PBA 


This charming story is from the Washington (NC) Daily News, November, 11, 1997. Taps has 
been described as “the closest thing to prayer that the Army has.” Our readers are invited to 
submit other stories of its origin. 
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